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UM LABS TREATING CANCER
WITH CRYSTALS
An intoxicated man was 
pulled from a canal near cam-
pus Wednesday afternoon af-
ter being pinned to a logjam for 
several minutes.
University of Montana Police 
received a call around 4 p.m. 
that there was someone who 
appeared unconscious in the 
canal running next to Jacob’s 
Island Dog Park. Police Capt. 
Ben Gladwin and security offi-
cer Thomas Johnson arrived to 
the dog park shortly after the 
phone call.
Drunk man rescued from river canal
Zeno Wicks
Montana Kaimin
Gladwin said an ASUM bus 
driver called in the emergency 
to university police after see-
ing a university employee flag-
ging down traffic on the road 
running next to the Recreation 
Center. When Gladwin and 
Johnson arrived, the woman 
was still there and she pointed 
them to the intoxicated man in 
the river.
“We tried to throw him 
ropes to grab, but he was too in-
toxicated to hold on,” Gladwin 
said. “We had to go in and pull 
him out after his head slipped 
under the logs.”
The two officers entered the 
water, which was roughly waist 
deep, and pulled the individual 
to shore. He became combative 
after being pulled to shore and 
the Missoula City Police were 
called in for back up. 
“We asked what his name 
was,” Gladwin said. “But he 
was so intoxicated and hypo-
thermic that we could not un-
derstand him.”
Bystander Charles Perkins 
was standing on the footbridge 
near Albertson’s with a friend 
when they heard sirens in all 
directions. Perkins said fire 
trucks and ambulances ap-
peared roughly a minute later 
from both sides of the river.
“When we walked over to 
see what was going on, there 
were two officers and a man on 
the bank,” Perkins said. “The 
man sitting down looked really 
drunk.”
Gladwin said the intoxi-
cated man had a friend there 
who was also too intoxicated to 
answer the officers’ questions 
about what had happened.
The man, soaked and cov-
ered in mud, was taken in an 
ambulance to Saint Patrick 
Hospital, where he is being 
treated. 
zeno.wicks@umontana.edu
MISSOULA
The Montana House of Rep-
resentatives passed Senate Bill 
107 today, which decriminaliz-
es gay sex under state law.
The bill, which now heads 
to Gov. Bullock’s desk, removes 
language in the state’s deviate 
sexual conduct law that crim-
inalizes homosexual acts be-
tween consenting adults and 
subjects those found guilty 
up to 10 years in prison and a 
House 
takes gay 
sex law
off  books
Brooks Johnson
Montana Kaimin
MONTANA
See SB107, page 12
Fraternities
reject divisive 
men’s group
University of Montana fra-
ternities collectively decided 
they are against associating 
with the outspoken pro-male 
group National Coalition For 
Men. 
The organization had 
planned to start a chapter at 
UM next fall, hoping to inte-
grate with the campus through 
the fraternities. But the Inter-
fraternity Council said NCFM’s 
message was off the mark.
“We decided as a committee, 
as we often do, that the flavor 
of NCFM isn’t something we’re 
looking for on this campus,” 
said Richard LeCoultre, presi-
dent of the IFC and a member 
of Phi Delta Theta. 
Meanwhile, the Montana State 
University chapter of NCFM
Bjorn Bergeson
Montana Kaimin
See FRATERNITIES, page 4
BACK ON THE GRIDIRON
Offensive guard McCauley Todd (68) sidesteps with his teammates during drills in Washington-Grizzly Stadium on Wednesday night. See pg. 10 for more.
Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin
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The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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It’s that time of year again, folks. April showers, relatively warm, 
blue sky days (We’re still in Montana, so let’s not get too excited.). 
The clouds seem to be clearing, the snow is melted and DQ trips will 
soon replace dorm-room hot chocolate.
And yet, there’s a large proportion of University of Montana stu-
dents who did not enjoy the springtime weather this week. That’s 
because the 12th annual UM Conference on Undergraduate Re-
search takes place this Friday. It’s a nerve-wracking experience, in 
which one’s semester — or even year — of hard work culminates 
in a 20-minute oral or hour-long poster presentation that faculty, 
community, judges and friends attend. So, why would any student 
add hours of arguably tedious research to their homework load and 
stand up in front of a crowd to convey said project while trying not 
to sweat through the back of their suit jacket?
Well, I asked a few of them.
Jared Fischer, an anthropology major with geographic informa-
tion systems certification, will be giving an oral presentation (9:20 
a.m., UC room 326). For his project, he combined historic maps and 
modern computer mapping software to assess change over time in 
Missoula’s downtown area. He’s excited at the prospect of presenting 
his project.
“It’s cool to show people what I’ve been working on,” he said. “I’m 
really excited about what I’ve been doing, so I’d like to get other peo-
ple excited about it.”
Kelsey Hom, majoring in ecology and organismal biology and 
English will be presenting a poster on her genetics project (3 to 4 
p.m., UC ballroom). She re-sequenced a common rat gene in several 
species of rats to note differences in the gene’s evolution depending 
on species. Yeah, wrap your mind around that one. 
“I’m kind of worried,” Hom said with a laugh. “I have to explain 
this project to people who may not have a background in genetics. It’s 
hard to make it understandable for a general audience.”
Skyler Suhrer, a wildlife Biology major, will also be presenting 
a poster project (11 a.m. to 12 p.m., UC ballroom). Her research in-
volved the use of camera traps to analyze the seasonal transition of 
coat color in snowshoe hares, a phenomenon biologists think my be 
affected by climate change.
“I am very excited to have to opportunity to present my research 
in a professional setting,” Suhrer said. 
So, apparently there are several reasons to devote one’s time to 
undergraduate research. Passion and professional experience over-
ride the fear of public speaking and difficulty of translating tough 
concepts for public comprehension. 
I think it’s awesome that UM’s undergraduate students have a 
chance to conduct personal research and present their projects pro-
fessionally. Along with faculty mentorship and research experience, 
they get to see first-hand how students are capable of contributing to 
academia and promoting community awareness. Not all universities 
allow undergraduates so much creative license and support. 
Good luck, presenters!
jenna.franklin@umontana.edu
By Jenna Franklin
Crunch Time
LIFE IN THE UNIVERS(ITIES)
 EDUCATION COLUMN LETTERS
to the EDITOR
MONTPIRG WANTS YOU!
 The Montana Public Inter-
est Research Group’s (Mont-
PIRG) elections are coming 
up and we invite you to run 
for the corporate board of di-
rectors and to cast your vote 
in the elections!
MontPIRG is a student- 
funded, student-driven, and 
student-led organization 
here on the University of 
Montana campus. We train 
students to be effective citi-
zens and teach them how to 
be productive members of 
their political community. 
This semester, we sent two 
students to Helena to act as 
advocates for the public in-
terest in the 2013 Montana 
YOU SPENT MY TUITION HOW?
Dear Editor and Students,
I am outraged. I cannot be-
lieve you are not seeing what’s 
happening right now on cam-
pus. I just read that it cost 
$167,000 for a damn food truck 
from Dining Services. Excuse 
me? What? Let me repeat that 
again for you all. $167,000! Do 
any of you students know how 
serious this is? This rant is for 
dining services: HOW DARE 
YOU spend money which 
could’ve been otherwise spent 
somewhere where it actually 
needs spending. You could’ve 
revamped the kitchen at the 
Missoula College easily with-
out spending much more of an 
arm and a leg. You could’ve 
found people to do it for you. 
What about using materials 
from local places? What about 
students helping with the proj-
ect? What about putting your 
money where your mouth is 
and giving back to the Univer-
sity instead of taking away from 
it? With all of the budget cuts go-
ing on all around campus right 
now, ESPECIALLY in the arts de-
partments, do you really think it 
was a GOOD idea to get a food 
truck? I don’t think so. Shame on 
you. Thanks a lot for stealing my 
tuition dollars for $4 tacos. I am 
extremely disappointed in you 
as a service to campus.
SINCERELY,
JAMES ZAKSEK
SENIOR, FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY See LETTERS, page 3
You guys, I finally became a 
man, a sporting man, a sporting 
man’s man. Yes, I went to Las Ve-
gas for spring break and wasn’t re-
duced to slurping on Virgin Piña 
Coladas.  
It’s true I’ve been to Sin City in 
the past, but never of legal gam-
bling age in Nevada (21+, pshhh) 
during spring break. Growing up, 
Vegas always had an exotic feel. 
I heard the stories, watched the 
movies and read way too many 
other columns on the excessive 
city, only knowing I had to expe-
rience it myself. So, I did.
This year especially, there’s 
only a few certainties in LV: You’re 
going to lose money; in casinos, 
each server looks a little sadder 
than the last (“Can I get you gen-
tlemen a ... mid-life crisis?”); there’s 
no quicker way to dull your opti-
cal senses than to see the lights 
on The Strip at night; betting on 
sporting events is the greatest idea 
before a game; pretending you 
didn’t bet is the greatest idea after 
a game (Damn you, Weber State.); 
SPORTS COLUMN
WHAT HAPPENS IN...
By Erik C. Anderson, sports editor
Macklemore’s “Thrift Shop” is in-
variably going to be blasting in the 
casino at some point.
I’m gonna pop some tags ...
I stayed at the Hooters hotel, 
which I could probably write 
a book about, but I’ll spare you 
(OK, quick synopsis: lots of sil-
icone, not so much IQ). I had 
soiled Vegas’ plans to bankrupt 
me until Wednesday evening. My 
gambling vice of choice was slot 
machines, specifically the most 
bell-ringing, Technicolor grand-
daddy of them all —the Wheel 
of Fortune game. As I fed one $20 
bill after another, my winnings 
doubled, tripled and quadrupled. 
Matt Damon’s character Mike Mc-
Dermott  in “Rounders” would 
have nodded at my gambling ge-
nius. I executed friends’ strategies 
and superstitions, only playing 
$.25 machines and leaving after 
doubling my initial investment. 
For 11 hours and 17 casinos, I beat 
Vegas and looked like I was head-
ed home a winner for the day — 
until Lady Luck began to cheat 
me. 
Only got $20 in my pockets...
I lost all of my winnings and 
then some. No, I don’t want to 
talk about it, thanks. Besides, isn’t 
the behemoth losses part of every 
Vegas story? Aren’t you supposed 
to develop a minor-to-severe 
gambling addiction? Aren’t you 
supposed to rub shoulders with 
white-trash America? Aren’t hip-
pop sensations supposed to be 
imbued into your brain? 
I - I - I’m hunting, looking for a 
come-up ...
This is f—ing awesome.
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
@ErikCAnderson 
GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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State Legislature. Back here in 
Missoula, we have had a busy 
and fun semester planning 
student trips to the Capitol, 
collecting surveys, and speak-
ing to students on campus.
The corporate board of 
directors determines the 
long-term direction of the 
organization and dictates 
budgetary and strategic deci-
sion-making. Board members 
gain valuable experience in 
non-profit administration and 
have the opportunity to rep-
resent their fellow MontPIRG 
members in local and state 
political arenas.
Every semester, students 
have the option to contribute 
to MontPIRG when they pay 
their tuition. This year, fund-
ing went toward such projects 
as working to lower the cost 
of higher education, keeping 
corporate money from flood-
ing our state elections and 
ensuring that voting polls are 
accessible and modern. Our 
projects will continue next 
year, and the board of direc-
tors will plot out the future of 
the organization.
If you are interested in run-
ning, please submit a para-
graph describing why you 
would like to be on the board 
to info@montpirgstudents.org 
between April 15 and April 
30. Elections will occur May 7 
and 8.
HAYNES HANSEN
BOARD CHAIR, MONTPIRG BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
SENIOR, POLITICAL SCIENCE
LETTER
From page 2
HATING ON HATE SPEECH
 Dear Editor,
My name is Joshua Kelly. I 
am a member of the Universi-
ty of Montana Secular Student 
Alliance and an author of the 
book “Oh, Your god!: The Evil 
Idea That Is Religion.” I am 
writing to express my revul-
sion and contempt at the con-
tinuing allowance of wrin-
kled old virgins to preach 
hatred and discrimination on 
our campus.
The First Amendment and 
the freedoms it guarantees 
are the very things by which 
my life has meaning — and 
from the books of Christo-
pher Hitchens to the lurid, 
LSD-inspired placards of the 
Westboro Baptist Church, I 
am infinitely grateful we live 
under the world’s first god-
less Constitution that protects 
these enlightenment values 
and promotes them to our 
generations.
That being said, do we not 
have a legal ground by which 
to silence discriminatory re-
gurgitation from those who 
are allegedly to be meek and 
loving? Far be it from me to 
say that the tender song of 
our friends, the bigots, as it 
caresses our ears with de-
mands of repentance and het-
erosexuality, is not agreeable 
to all who hear it — if this is 
the case, it is poorly expressed 
by its supporters. Instead, 
mobs of students continual-
ly flock around these ersatz 
angels, debating passionate-
ly, screaming the Gospel of 
Theodore Geisel, singing un-
til their throats are hoarse, or 
indulging in any other tactic 
by which they can drown out 
the furor of the faithful. It is 
more than apparent to those 
witnessing the debacle that 
this religious vomitorium is 
not welcome here, that their 
sectarian influence is not ap-
preciated on a secular cam-
pus, and that their message, 
were it even not inspired by 
the pseudo-divine, is one of 
enmity, Orwellian domina-
tion, hatred, and entropy.
Those who agree with me 
are at an end of patience with 
this claptrap. We feel that 
being inundated as we walk 
from class to class by the ho-
mo-and-xenophobic immoral-
ities of those who believe in 
the goodness of human sac-
rifice, genital mutilation, eth-
ical authoritarianism, and all 
around fable-mongering is an 
infringement upon our rights 
as free-thinking individu-
als, who pay for the privilege 
of attending this honorable 
school. It should make the 
gorge rise of anyone, anti-the-
ist and believer alike, to hear 
on any occasion the noise that 
comes from these slimy men 
as their words consist of one 
thing: intolerance.
My friends, let us not give 
leeway to the speech of hate 
merely because it is cloaked in 
the guise of religious freedom. 
Should one more student hear 
that they are destined for an 
eternity of torment merely be-
cause they had the poetic and 
universal right to find love 
on this all-too-unforgiving 
earth, I cannot help but think 
that the administration of this 
university and all those else 
who might have had the pow-
er to silence the intolerance of 
these deranged pastors are, in 
part, responsible for the con-
sequences. 
One of them was escorted 
off the premises after he had 
trodden on some plants. I ask 
you, ladies and gentlemen, why 
aren’t they removed after they 
have trodden on our hearts?
JOSHUA KELLY
UM SECULAR STUDENT 
ALLIANCE
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
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Richard LeCoultre, the Interfraternity Council president, says there are 
immense differences between the “Hollywood fraternity” and those at the 
University of Montana.  He also says the flavor of the NCFM isn’t some-
thing the UM fraternities are looking for.
Candace Rojo/Montana Kaimin
FRATERNITIES 
From page 1
responded Tuesday with an online 
letter by chapter president Neva-
da Thompson. Thompson, who is 
married to NCFM campus coordi-
nator Christopher Thompson, stat-
ed that her chapter felt the frater-
nities had been pressured by UM 
after an article ran in the Montana 
Kaimin two weeks ago.
The post was also a response 
to Kappa Sigma President Aaron 
Adamski, who wrote a letter to the 
editor to clarify his quotes that ran 
in the story. NCFM said Adams-
ki’s letter was evidence that he had 
flip-flopped in his support of the 
group.
“Watching the president of 
Kappa Sigma initially supporting 
NCFM’s message, then flipping 
hours after … it became clear the 
Montana University System is 
teaching students what to think; 
no longer instructing these emerg-
ing professionals how to do so,” 
Nevada Thompson wrote.
Adamski said in an interview 
on Tuesday that he didn’t know 
much about NCFM to begin with, 
and after finding out more about 
them, he did not support the 
group. Adamski said that no one 
from UM pressured him in any 
way.
“The general consensus of the 
IFC and the general consensus of 
fraternities in general was against 
this group, because we don’t be-
lieve that it would help us in any-
way,” Adamski said. “We don’t 
want to build walls when we could 
build bridges.”
Adamski said Kappa Sigma 
and other fraternities are trying to 
redefine the negative stereotypes 
surrounding the groups. Adamski 
pointed to the 2,000 hours of com-
munity service his fraternity has 
participated in since spring 2012, 
and the work they do with Wat-
son’s Children Center.
Kyle Schmauch, the public rela-
tions chairman for Phi Delta Theta, 
said his fraternity also has a strong 
focus on community service, 
helping to put on the Rattlesnake 
Elementary Carnival. Schmauch 
said that Phi Delta Theta is a dry 
fraternity, so the drunken stereo-
types don’t apply. He added that he 
doesn’t believe the fraternities need 
help from a controversial group 
like NCFM.
Nevada Thompson said she is 
disappointed that NCFM didn’t 
have the support of the fraternities, 
but that the group is still working 
to starting a UM chapter next fall.
“We’ve got a couple of students 
who really seem interested so we’ll 
be coming down to meet with 
them,” Thompson said.
She added that the group is 
reaching out to UM professors for 
support. 
A key part of NCFM’s mission 
is focused on addressing what they 
say are rampant false allegations of 
rape. Christopher Thompson said 
he sees false accusations as a seri-
ous problem facing men.
“The only rate — and this is off 
the top of my head — I believe it’s 
about 20 percent of rapes are some 
unknown assailant attacking a 
woman,” Thompson said. “And 
so 80 percent are misunderstand-
ings.” 
Nevada Thompson said that 
she felt the NCFM message is often 
misrepresented, especially when 
talking about false accusations. 
“This is a message that ab-
solutely does not get received 
well,” Thompson said. “We’re not 
rape-apologists; we’re not saying it 
doesn’t exist. What we are saying 
is that, where is the protection for 
men who are falsely accused? Be-
cause it does happen.”
Thompson said the group isn’t 
as extreme as it appears, and its 
messages are often taken out of 
context.
“Some of the stuff on our major 
website is extreme, but I think the 
idea behind that is that it’s trying 
to grasp that attention,” Thompson 
said. “So it’s the devil’s advocate. If 
you’re going to go to this extreme, 
what do you think of going to this 
extreme?”
Yet Thompson stands behind 
NCFM’s views on gender educa-
tion, saying that she believes soci-
ety’s current stance on the issue is 
unbalanced. 
“It’s all focused on men stop-
ping rape, but it’s like we (women) 
don’t have to put ourselves in this 
situation,” Thompson said. 
LeCoultre said UM fraternities 
are already well educated on the 
issue, and the NCFM couldn’t help 
them.
“We already have a couple of 
members involved with SARC ad-
vocates, and we’ve historically had 
a couple of members involved with 
Men of Strength, so we’re already 
somewhat involved with sexual 
assault awareness campaigns on 
campus, and whenever an event 
comes along we try to help out 
with those,” LeCoultre said. “So 
we feel like we’re already pretty in-
tegrated to the issue and aren’t very 
supportive of NCFM’s particular 
take on it.” 
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@bjornbergeson
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The Associated Students of 
the University of Montana voted 
to expand the number of candi-
dates needed to hold a prima-
ry election from 40 to 52 at its 
Wednesday meeting. Since only 
39 students are running for the 
26 senate seats, there will be no 
primary this year.
“The original idea behind 
that increase is because you 
had a 50-50 chance of winning 
with 40 people when we had 20 
senate seats, so we just made it 
an even chance for the 26 seats 
now,” said Senator Gwendolyn 
Coon.
All University students who 
have paid the ASUM fee will 
be able to vote in the general 
election through Cyberbear on 
May 1 and 2. 
Senator Ryan Hazen said 
primary elections are a large 
waste of money and time for 
students and the University, 
and that they pit serious can-
didates against those who are 
simply running for fun. 
However, ASUM business 
manager Micah Nielson said 
primary elections are import-
ant because they narrow down 
the field of candidates. This al-
lows students to become more 
informed about the people they 
are voting for, she said. 
“We’re not talking about a 
presidential election,” Niel-
sen said. “We’re talking about 
a student election where you 
may know only one or two 
people when you go vote in 
ASUM Weekly Review
Jackson Bolstad
Montana Kaimin
ASUM will not hold 
primary election in 2013
the primary.”
ASUM also voted to limit 
student group and third party 
campaign contributions to $300 
for this year’s election season, a 
resolution ASUM tabled twice 
at previous meetings. 
“There really isn’t anything 
that has changed since last 
week,” Hazen said. “What you 
see before you is what you saw 
before you two weeks ago, and 
it hasn’t changed since.”
Senators previously tabled 
the resolution because of a need 
to clarify its position on “contri-
butions in kind.” Contributions 
in kind are essentially services 
rendered by third parties, such 
as family and friends, which 
may influence the outcome of 
the election. 
ASUM’s vote decided that if 
the contributions in kind have 
monetary value, they would 
not count toward each student 
groups’ $300 limit. 
jackson.bolstad@umontana.edu
@JaxBolstad
Montana State is expecting 
more budget and enrollment 
increases next fiscal year, 
MSU officials said this week.
After a 9 percent budget in-
crease from 2012 to 2013, MSU 
expects more gains in the near 
future. 
This is a sharp contrast to 
the future budget of the Uni-
versity of Montana. As the fi-
nancial predictions come for-
ward for next year’s budget, 
several UM departments are 
preparing for budget cuts as 
large as 8 percent. 
Perry Brown, provost and 
vice president for academic 
affairs, said there could be 
$14 to $17 million dollars cut 
across all UM departments. 
That could be a more than 8 
percent cut from the more 
than $160 million from this 
year’s budget.
Unlike UM, MSU foresees 
continuing rise in budget
MONTANA
Zeno Wicks
Montana Kaimin
“Nationwide, engineer-
ing is currently very popular 
and MSU offers engineering,” 
Brown wrote in an email. 
“For several reasons, includ-
ing higher tuition, historical 
distribution of funds across 
the Montana University Sys-
tem and recent increases in 
enrollment, but others as well, 
MSU should not be experienc-
ing the possibility of revenue 
shortfall this coming year.”
Over the past four years, 
MSU has seen an average in-
crease of roughly 500 students 
a year. Using these averages, 
university officials are pre-
dicting an enrollment of more 
than 13,000 for the upcoming 
school year. Kathy Attebury, 
the MSU budget director, be-
lieves promoting student en-
rollment is the key for a grow-
ing university.
“We are fortunate to have 
healthy enrollment and cor-
responding revenues at this 
time,” Attebury said. “This is 
a reflection of our efforts to 
make Montana State Universi-
ty a great choice for students.”
The student enrollment 
rates not only affect money 
coming in from tuition, but 
also state appropriations. 
State money allocated to uni-
versities is based on three-
year averages of full time 
student enrollment. Lower 
enrollment can therefore cor-
relate to lower funding from 
the state. This is the case at 
UM.
As the state’s flagship pro-
gram and largest university, 
UM has counted on much of its 
funding from the state, about 
a third of its overall budget. 
But the trend of running UM 
after a business model to gain 
more tax dollars has had an 
effect on higher education at 
the university and it has seen 
a steady decrease in enroll-
ment. 
According to UM officials, 
there has been a drop by al-
most 500 students enrolled 
between spring 2012 and 
spring 2013. Brown said that 
given the smaller 2012 enter-
ing class, a large graduating 
class this May and several 
other factors, the UM Enroll-
ment Projection Committee is 
predicting a further decline 
for fall 2013. 
With MSU’s budget and 
enrollment increasing, there 
may be more Bobcats than 
Grizzlies enrolled in universi-
ties this upcoming year.
zeno.wicks@umontana.edu
PLEASED?
PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of 
300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com 
or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a 
phone number. Letters are 
printed on Thursdays.
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The jar’s red lid comes off 
easily, the lab’s fluorescent 
lighting making the contents 
sparkle. Matt Weaver pours out 
a handful of crystals, gently 
placing the “golden nuggets” 
on the counter. 
The gem-like crystals are 
the color of Mountain Dew, 
and though man-made, they 
are perfect enough for a royal 
crown. Weaver created them, 
which is part of the reason the 
medicinal chemistry doctoral 
student is known as the “Jew-
eler.”
He takes the biggest – about 
the size of the Hope Diamond – 
laying it flat in his palm. 
“This is what sealed the 
deal,” he said. 
Weaver’s crystallization 
skills border on legendary 
amongst chemistry students at 
the University of Montana. The 
tall, bearded chemist admits 
he once accidentally spilled a 
liquid solution, which should 
have just pooled on the coun-
tertop; instead the fluid in-
stantly crystallized. 
At his workstation, Weaver 
formulates anti-cancer drugs, 
but he is surrounded by the 
artwork growing in different 
solutions.
“Like this,” he said, reaching 
over to pick up a round-bot-
tomed flask. Orange needles 
about the size of staples coat 
the glass, bristling like hedge-
hogs. 
Weaver’s crystals are creat-
ed throughout drug synthesis. 
Crystallization is a purification 
The Jeweler: fighting cancer with crystals
Allison Mills
For the Montana Kaimin
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process, isolating the anti-tu-
mor agents Weaver creates, and 
necessary before chemicals can 
be used as drugs. As in gem 
cutting, purity is praised. If a 
drug needs to be a ruby, then 
turquoise just won’t do.  
Like crystallization, creat-
ing new cancer drugs requires 
meticulous attention to detail, 
but the practice is also intui-
tive and creative. The synthetic 
drugs Weaver works with, aryl 
isoxazole amides (AIMs), have 
the ideal properties – targeting 
and binding up DNA in tumor 
cells – but they are not easy 
to make and are not ready for 
industrial production.  Weav-
er says the research is a “fluid 
model” and researchers have to 
be “ready to go in a completely 
different direction.” 
While most of science has to 
be open to new directions, this 
flexibility is the daily reality of 
drug synthesis: Creating new 
chemicals is an iterative pro-
cess subject to change. 
In general, drug synthesis 
begins with an idea, a target – 
in Weaver’s case, minimizing 
tumor growth by aiming at po-
tential cancer-carrying genes, 
or oncogenes. With that target 
in mind, Weaver’s adviser and 
other graduate students design 
synthetic chemicals, to bind 
with oncogenes. The AIMs sta-
bilize the oncogenes, and can 
prevent rampant cell growth. 
But to do that, the AIMs have to 
interact with DNA. 
Thanks to “Jurassic Park”’s 
Mr. DNA, most people picture 
“the building blocks of life” as 
a spiraling ladder. But DNA 
isn’t rigid and can twist into 
other shapes. Oncogenes can 
form what is called a quadru-
plex, which looks more like a 
pool ladder with the rungs con-
tinuing up along the curved 
handles.
What may seem like the dif-
ference between amethyst and 
purple is actually a big differ-
ence in terms of chemical inter-
actions. Chemistry is like Tetris 
— only it’s 3D, the blocks can 
unpredictably change shape, 
and they’re invisible. Get-
ting the AIMs to fit with the 
pool-ladder oncogenes is tricky, 
but they do fit. 
In synthesis, once that target 
has been met, the lab work be-
gins. Chemists, or “glorified 
See JEWELER, page 12
Medicinal chemistry doctoral student Matt Weaver formulates anti-cancer drugs through crystallization of anti-tumor agents he creates.
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
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The University of Montana’s 
share of an additional $7.5 mil-
lion in proposed state funding 
would depend on its perfor-
mance in getting more students 
out the door this spring. 
“This is both a challenge 
and an opportunity for for-
ward-thinking institutions to 
obtain additional resources 
that can be used to enhance 
the educational experience of 
our students,” Commissioner 
of Higher Education Clayton 
Christian said. 
The $7.5 million is part of 
House Bill 2, the state’s budget 
bill. It’s an additional 5 percent 
that all of the Montana Univer-
sity System’s colleges would 
be eligible to receive. The ad-
ditional funds are to counter 
inflation costs, maintain af-
Montana colleges could earn additional $7.5 million
Jackson Bolstad
Montana Kaimin
fordable tuition prices and pro-
mote education attainment. If 
legislators vote for the bill, the 
$7.5 million will be allocated to 
colleges for the 2014-2015 aca-
demic year. 
“Montana is one of many 
states where governors and leg-
islators are focused on increas-
ing educational attainment,” 
Christian said. 
Perry Brown, UM Provost, 
said the portion of the $7.5 
million UM receives would be 
used for operational expenses 
and to support programs and 
departments that perform well.
“(The University) would 
continue to invest in the things 
that would produce the aca-
demic performance the per-
formance funding required,” 
Brown said. 
The amount of money UM 
would receive for the 2014-2015 
academic year would mostly be 
based upon the amount of bac-
calaureate degrees the Univer-
sity grants this spring, Brown 
said.  
“It’s a short time to put to-
gether the allocation, so the 
focus will be on undergraduate 
education,” Brown said.  
Brown said the Legisla-
ture usually provides funds to 
higher education to account for 
inflation costs. In the past, al-
location of the inflation funds 
was based on the amount of 
students with full-time enroll-
ment status, he said. 
“This isn’t anything new in 
terms of money, it’s just a new 
procedure for allocation mon-
ey,” Brown said. 
In total, 32 states are already 
using the performance-fund-
ing model, Tyler Trevor, asso-
ciate commissioner of planning 
and analysis, said. 
Gov. Steve Bullock wants to 
grow the percentage of Mon-
tana’s population with higher 
education credentials by 20 
percent, Trevor said. The per-
formance-funding model can 
provide universities with in-
centives to reach that goal.
“(Performance-funding) 
moves the dial in the right di-
rection for colleges, but not 
enough to make a huge im-
pact,” Trevor said. 
Senate leadership requested 
higher education’s budgeting 
for inflation costs be done in a 
more effective way, Trevor said. 
“We weren’t going to get 
that $7.8 million if we wouldn’t 
have agreed to performance 
funding,” Trevor said. 
The MUS will supervise al-
location of the funds based on 
graduation and use different 
judgment scales to determine 
funding for the different types 
of institutions, Trevor said.
Research universities will 
gain points for increases in re-
search activity and the number 
of doctoral degrees obtained, 
Trevor said. Primarily, four-
year institutes will be judged 
on an increase in master’s and 
baccalaureate degrees.  Junior 
colleges will be scored on in-
creases in associate degrees 
and transferability of classes. 
“It’s a tool to incentivize 
campuses to increase college 
completion,” Trevor said. 
UM plans to take full advan-
tage of the performance fund-
ing method if it’s passed with 
the budget bill, Brown said. 
“We are making sure (UM) 
is part of the conversation,” 
Brown said.  “If people say 
we’re going to get money for 
performing at this level, we’re 
going to perform at that level.” 
jackson.bolstad@umontana.edu
@JaxBolstad
Soon, University of Montana 
students could have one less 
fee to pay, but that shouldn’t 
get you excited.
The sustainability fee was 
initially approved for five years 
and is now about to expire, or 
“sunset,” in budget parlance. 
Students must decide whether 
they want to keep having the 
option to pay the fee,through a 
vote on this spring’s ballot. 
The fees collected get loaned 
Students will decide if  sustainability fee will continue
Kate Walker
For the Montana Kaimin
out to various University build-
ings, using student ideas for 
energy-saving and sustainabil-
ity projects, through a program 
called KRELF.
If renewed, the optional fee 
would also go up to $6 per se-
mester, the ASUM senators vot-
ed March 27. 
Increasing the fee will give 
the Sustainability Committee 
more money for funding bigger 
and more ambitious sustain-
ability projects, said Eva Rocke, 
ASUM sustainability coordina-
tor. 
Rocke pointed out the tons 
of greenhouse gases that new 
sustainability projects avoid 
emitting. They are some of the 
biggest student-funded sus-
tainability projects that UM 
has undertaken yet. 
Improvements to the heat-
ing and ventilating system of 
the Student Rec Center should 
create 156,000 fewer pounds 
of carbon dioxide per year, 
through a project designed by 
student Alyson Heare. Its start-
up price tag is $71,400.
Insulation upgrades to the 
Lomasson Center should save 
almost 267,000 pounds of car-
bon dioxide from being emit-
ted per year, by using less 
energy to heat the sprawling 
building. Student Eric Tester-
man sketched out plans for this 
project, which will cost $22,626.
Although both these proj-
ects have hefty price tags to 
implement, with the pot of sus-
tainability fees, they are easily 
within reach. And they’ll pay 
for themselves within a few 
years.
While Student Rec Center 
and Lomasson Center green-
house gas savings are small 
relative to UM’s overall emis-
sions, with a growing pot of 
sustainability fee money, stu-
dent projects can chip away at 
that bigger number.
As Rocke points out, the fee 
is always optional. She feels 
it’s better that student money 
make buildings more energy 
efficient and less wasteful. 
Otherwise, that money will 
just walk off into the sunset.
kate.walker@umontana.edu
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His coach calls him “Daddy 
Long Legs.” 
Standing at 6-foot-6, Jake Wiley 
is a forward for the University of 
Montana men’s basketball team in 
the winter. But in the spring, Wi-
ley trades the court for the track as 
a sprinter on UM’s Track and Field 
Team. 
Wiley, who throws down 
dunks on the hardwood, said he 
constantly sees people surprised 
at how fast he is for his height. 
“When I first came out, they 
were like, ‘His stride is insane,’” 
Wiley said. “Even when we go to 
other meets, people think I’m go-
ing to go high jump or long jump. 
I get in the blocks, and it’s just kind 
of surprising to people.” 
But the freshman is not the only 
multi-sport athlete on this year’s 
2013 outdoor track squad. Fresh-
man Tess Brenneman plays soccer 
in the fall, and freshman McCalle 
Feller is a guard on the Lady Griz 
basketball team. Brenneman com-
petes in the long jump, while Fell-
er throws javelin and high jumps 
for the Griz.
 UM track team touts 
double-sport athletes 
Two times
the fun:
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Taylor Romack/ Montana Kaimin
Jake Wiley sprints 200 meters at the South Campus track Wednesday 
afternoon. Wiley only had three days to recuperate for the Track & Field 
season after playing in the NCAA Tournament in San Jose. 
For all three freshman, adjust-
ing to a different sport can be chal-
lenging. 
“Being a defender on the soc-
cer field, you’re running with the 
purpose of moving someone out 
of the way or getting in front of 
someone,” said Brenneman, an 
exercise science major. “Whereas, 
in track it’s more technique and a 
lot more precision, focus and re-
laxation. With soccer, it’s pedal to 
the metal, get them out of there.”
Balancing a schedule is also 
trying for the athletes since their 
first priority is their fall or winter 
sports training schedule, and then 
track and field. 
“With track, I really just 
squeeze into my schedule when-
ever I can,” Brenneman said. “I 
actually remember when I start-
ed track people were like, ‘You’re 
crazy doing both things. That’s so 
much time.’” 
Wiley, a walk-on athlete to the 
track team, said basketball coach 
Wayne Tinkle was okay with 
track as long as it didn’t interfere 
with any basketball related train-
ing sessions, and if Wiley main-
tained his weight.
“I got pretty long days with 
that agreement,” said Wiley, who 
estimates he has two to three 
workouts per day. “These last two 
meets, it started taking a toll on my 
body. I got fatigued running, so this 
week I had to take a couple of days 
off.” 
Both Wiley and Feller were 
part of Montana basketball teams 
that captured conference champi-
onships, which led to the NCAA 
Tournament and an extended sea-
son, meaning very little time off in 
between track and basketball.
Feller, who played three sports at 
Fergus High School in Lewistown, 
said her willingness to try other 
sports stems from her father, a man 
she calls her “sideline coach.”
“If my dad thought that I was 
home late, every minute I’d have to 
do five push-ups or something ran-
dom,” Feller said. “My punishment 
was always, ‘Go exercise,’ and I al-
ways was outside. I’ve always been 
doing sports since I can remember, 
playing football and recess — all 
that stuff.” 
Head track coach Brian Schwey-
en said it is common for athletes in 
other sports to participate in track, 
and he works with other coaches to 
figure out a schedule for the multi-
sport athletes.
“It’s a little different monster as 
far as track and field and basketball, 
or track and field versus soccer, but 
it’s still competing,” Schweyen said. 
“It’s not an adjustment they’re not 
used to. They did it in high school.” 
Brenneman, Feller and Wiley 
all said their teammates outside of 
track are supportive and want to 
watch them compete. 
This season, Brenneman and 
Feller have both qualified for the Big 
Sky Conference Championships, 
Feller in the javelin and Brenneman 
in the long jump. Brenneman won 
the event at Montana’s second meet 
of the year in Bozeman with a 
18-foot-9-inch jump. She is ranked 
2nd in conference.
Multi-events track coach Adam 
Bork said while coaches want to 
spend as much time as possible 
training athletes like Brenneman, 
they understand other obligations.
“It’s a fine line,” Bork said. “You 
definitely want to spend as much 
time as you can with them, but at 
the same time, she’s here for soccer, 
and when soccer needs her for any-
thing, we have no problem letting 
her go there.” 
Although stressful at times, 
each day provides a chance for the 
three tracksters to find joy in run-
ning, jumping or throwing.
“I love doing sports,” Feller said. 
“If I wasn’t doing sports during sea-
son I would be so bored.”
Editor’s note: Two other multi-
sport athletes, JR Nelson and Tay-
lor Walcott, will join the track team 
as soon as spring football practices 
and scrimmages end. 
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
@AustinSchempp
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The Montana Grizzly foot-
ball team has been hard at 
work this spring, coming off 
an uncharacteristically me-
diocre season in 2012. Last 
year’s squad went 5-6, and 
missed the playoffs for sec-
ond time in three years (they 
missed the playoffs for the 
first time in 18 years in 2010). 
The focus is now on head 
coach Mick Delaney, who is 
entering his second year, to 
back up the confidence that 
athletic administration has 
shown in him. On Tuesday, 
the team had its first practice 
since the players returned 
from spring break, and Del-
aney wasn’t thrilled with the 
results.
“It (Tuesday’s practice) 
wasn’t as good as I would 
have liked it to be, but after a 
break that’s kind of the norm 
usually,” Delaney said. “It 
wasn’t horrible, but it wasn’t 
as good as before break either. 
I think mentally some of the 
guys were still in wherever 
they went over break.”
“We really are trying to 
shake off the cobwebs from 
spring break, and really from 
the whole offseason,” senior 
linebacker Jordan Tripp said.
Luckily for the Griz, spring 
ball is the time when all of 
those miscues and communi-
cation errors get worked out. 
“Mental mistakes with as-
signments, things that they 
probably hadn’t thought 
about really gave us trouble. 
Position battles heating up for Grizzly football
FOOTBALL
Andy Bixler
Montana Kaimin
There is so much involved 
with what we’re doing, you 
have to be on top of it or you 
can’t play fast and physical. 
But I think it’ll be better now, 
moving forward,” Delaney 
said. 
Defense has been the sto-
ry this spring for the Griz, 
who return 10 starters from 
last year’s team. Only defen-
sive end Josh Harris gradu-
ated. Stars like Tripp, a sec-
ond-team all-American, Brock 
Coyle who led the team in 
tackles last year with 107, and 
Zack Wagenmann, who re-
corded 11.5 sacks in 2012, will 
provide depth and leadership 
that seemed to be lacking on 
last years squad.
“Besides the 10 who start-
ed, we also have six or seven 
guys who played a bunch last 
year, so there is just way more 
experience on the defensive 
side,” Delaney said.
With all that experience 
coming back, no starting job is 
safe, and several position bat-
tles have emerged during the 
eight practices so far. At tack-
le, sophomore Caleb Kidder is 
trying to win the starting role 
from senior Alex Bienemann, 
and three defensive ends are 
all vying for the spot Harris 
left empty.
One area Montana coaches 
hope will make a large im-
provement from last year is 
the pass coverage, which was 
a sore spot for the defense last 
year. 
“We can’t really know how 
good we’ll be until we go live, 
Tommy Martino/ Montana Kaimin
Running backs Joey Counts (21) and Jordan Canada (26) work their way through a ladder training exercise during 
practice in Washington Grizzly Stadium Wednesday night. Counts and Canada have competition from running 
back Travon Van, a transfer from Marshall University. Van, originally from San Diego, is a junior. 
See FOOTBALL, page  11
Want more coverage? Check out 
the Kaimin’s videos online, including 
footage from spring training and 
Missoula’s ultimate Frisbee team.
www.montanakaimin.com/multimedia
ONLINE 
ONLY:
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PORTLAND, Ore. — Kobe 
Bryant scored a season-high 47 
points and the Los Angeles Lak-
ers pulled closer to a playoff berth 
with a 113-106 victory over the 
short-handed Portland Trail Blaz-
ers on Wednesday night.
The Lakers moved a game up 
on the Utah Jazz for the eighth and 
final playoff spot in the Western 
Conference.
Portland, missing the playoffs 
for the second straight season, has 
lost nine straight, the most since 
an 11-game skid in the 2005-06 
season. Rookie Damian Lillard 
led the Blazers with a career-high 
38 points.
Pau Gasol had 23 points, seven 
rebounds and nine assists, while 
Dwight Howard added 20 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Lakers. 
Bryant was 18 of 18 from the free 
throw line.
The Lakers finish the season 
off with three games at home, all 
against playoff-bound teams: Gold-
en State, San Antonio and Houston.
Gasol knotted the game at 96 
with a layup and a jumper with 
7:09 left. After Lillard’s 15-footer, 
Gasol added another jumper to tie 
it again. His layup gave the Lakers 
a 102-100 edge before Bryant hit a 
pair of free throws and added a 
23-foot jump shot with 4:09 left to 
make it 106-100.
Bryant nets 47 in Lakers’ 
113-106 win over Blazers 
Associated Press Howard’s alley-oop dunk from 
Gasol with 53 seconds left made it 
110-104 and all but sealed it.
The deck was stacked from 
the start against the Blazers, who 
started four rookies for the first 
time in the team’s history.
Portland was without starters 
Wesley Matthews (ankle), J.J. Hick-
son (back) and Nicolas Batum 
(right shoulder). As a result, two-
time All-Star LaMarcus Aldridge 
was the only veteran starting with 
rookie forward Victor Claver, 
guards Lillard and Will Barton, 
and center Meyers Leonard.
Matthews injured his right 
ankle in Portland’s 96-91 loss to 
Dallas on Sunday, while Batum 
was missing his fourth straight 
game with a sore shoulder. Hick-
son says he’s been dealing with 
a painful lower back for the past 
several games.
But the rookies got off to an 
astonishingly fast start, going up 
17-8 on Lillard’s fadeaway jump-
er. Lillard banked in a 3-pointer 
to extend the lead to 22-12 and the 
Blazers made eight of their first 
nine shots from the field.
He hit another 3 to make it 35-
25 and the Blazers went on to lead 
41-33 at the end of the first, their 
most points in the opening quar-
ter this season.
The Lakers chipped away at the 
lead and pulled within 48-43 on for-
mer Blazer Steve Blake’s 3-pointer. 
Bryant’s long jumper on the base-
line closed Los Angeles to 50-48.
The Blazers led 69-61 at the 
break, but the Lakers opened 
the second half with a 10-0 run 
capped by Howard’s hook shot to 
pull ahead 71-69, their first lead of 
the game. Howard’s layup extend-
ed the lead to 78-71.
The Blazers were hurt when 
Claver rolled his ankle late in the 
third quarter and retreated to the 
locker room, but they stayed on 
the Lakers’ heels, coming within 
86-85 on Eric Maynor’s running 
jumper and pulling in front on 
Luke Babbit’s 3 pointer.
Maynor’s fadeaway made it 95-
90 for the Blazers.
Lillard was awarded the NBA’s 
Community Assist award for 
March because of his anti-bully-
ing campaign. He is the fourth 
rookie to win the honor, and first 
since Atlanta’s Al Horford in 2008. 
More than 5,000 fans have signed a 
pledge to help end bullying as part 
of Lillard’s “Respect” program. 
Lillard became second Portland 
rookie to go over 500 assists. Kel-
vin Ransey had 555 in the 1980-81 
season. The Blazers are 5-10 in the 
second game of back-to-backs this 
season, and have yet to go 2-0 in 
a set of back-to-backs. The Blazers 
had won three straight and 12 of 
their last 14 against the Lakers at 
the Rose Garden.
BASKETBALL
but right now it looks good,” Tripp 
said. “We are working on our com-
munication. The coaches preach 
front-to-back, always talking, and 
that’s something we are taking to 
heart.”
Another storyline to follow is the 
emergence of Travon Van, the run-
ning back transfer from Marshall 
University. Van has shown he is a 
standout athlete — he rushed for 
511 yards and three touchdowns 
as a freshman at Marshall, before 
switching to cornerback for the 2012 
season. Now, he is locked in a battle 
with redshirt junior Jordan Canada 
for touches.
“Being a transfer, we weren’t 
sure what he could bring to the ta-
ble, but he’s had four or five really 
good days. He’s a good football 
player, he’s got good quickness and 
FOOTBALL
From page 10
lots of football sense,” Delaney said.
With so much new and return-
ing talent, the competition for play-
ing time is sure to be fierce this 
summer going into fall, which is 
something that Delaney feels  will 
play out perfectly for his team. 
“I feel good about where we’re at 
depth wise, and when you do have 
depth it creates competition, and 
that’s what makes us better, when 
you’re competing every day,” Del-
aney said. “Everyone’s got to com-
pete.” 
The next time Montana com-
petes will be Saturday, at the La-
verne Parrish Memorial Field 
in Ronan, when the offense will 
scrimmage the defense for the sec-
ond time this spring.
“We’re looking forward to see-
ing where we are on Saturday,” 
Tripp said. “We want to see what 
our potential is.”
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@ambixler3
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LOST & FOUND
Found: Silver 8tgb iPod nano 3g. 
Has a Japanese prep school name 
on back. Call LeRoy at: 
(406) 560-0432
HELP WANTED
Parks & Recreation Seasonal 
Positions: Aquatics, Recreation. 
Applications, descriptions, 
deadlines at www.ci.missoula.
mt.us/jobs or Currents Aquatics 
Center, 600 Cregg, McCormick 
Park. Lifeguarding classes start 
4/8 & 5/6. 
www.missoulaparks.org
Summer & Fall Writing 
Internships: Are you interested 
in elk, wildlife, conservation, 
hunting and outdoor adventure? 
Want to write for a magazine with 
200,000+ circulation, a TV show 
seen in 31 million homes and a 
website receiving 170,000 hits per 
month? Bugle magazine at RMEF 
is your ticket. We offer unpaid 
internships that give you the 
chance to boost both your skills 
and resume while writing for 
print, broadcast, and the internet. 
Email cover letter, resume, and 
three writing samples to jobs@
rmef.org.
Visitor Center Student Assistant: 
The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation, a hunter based non-
profit wildlife habitat conservation 
organization seeks an outgoing 
student for part time work, 15-
25 hours per week, including 
mandatory weekends. $8.00 per 
hour. Excellent customer service, 
communication, & computer skills 
required. Retail exp. and passion 
for conservation preferred. Email 
cover letter & resume to jobs@
rmef.org. Closes 4/20.
 
Need summer work in Missoula? 
The Shipping Depot has an 
immediate opening for a front-line 
Customer Service specialist. This 
is an exciting retail environment, 
challenging work with lots of 
variety, and constant customer 
contact. We reward initiative 
and creativity and promote from 
within. No experience necessary, 
paid training provided. Flexible 
scheduling, competitive pay, 
full or part-time, Saturdays 
required. APPLY IN PERSON 
at The Shipping Depot, 2120 S. 
Reserve, by Rosauer’s, or at 1001 
E. Broadway, by Albertson’s 
Eastgate.
Wildland Firefighters needed - 
many positions available. For 
training information please call 
406-273-6111 or refer to our 
website A1.fireservices.com 
PERSONALS
Male Personal Care Attendant. 
Tuesday - Friday 2-21/2 hours 
per day, 9 1/2 hour per weekend. 
$10-11/hr, call Matt 721-1528. No 
exp. necessary.
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540 
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage, 
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full 
month free with 3 months up 
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount 
off regular price with Free sign 
up fee! Student discount for truck 
rental. (406) 721-7277
ADD/ADHD + college = chaos? 
How to improve focus with 
natural therapies. Community 
conversation on ADD/ADHD. 
Tuesday 4/16 at 7 PM, Missoula 
Public Library.
MISCELLANEOUS
School of Extended & Lifelong 
Learning: Register for Summer 
2013 Semester - 4 day weeks, 
3 day weekends! Visit umt.edu/
summer for a chance to win a 
$500 summer scholarship!
JEWELER
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cooks” as Weaver calls them, don’t 
just waltz into the lab, throw some 
stuff in a beaker, and stand back to 
watch. Synthesis takes planning, 
careful measurements and proce-
dures, and diligent observation. 
Once the drug compounds are 
created, they have to withstand the 
rigor of biological testing. 
“These compounds are not 
easy to make — we’re talking 10-15 
steps,” said Nick Natale, Weaver’s 
adviser and a professor of medici-
nal chemistry.
More often than not, research-
ers like Natale and Weaver have to 
tweak their compounds and how 
they’re made, redirecting them 
back to the drawing board. Before 
they ever make the compounds, 
the chemists draw out the mole-
cules and mechanisms. In the me-
dicinal chemistry student offices, 
everyone has their own small white 
board and sheets of paper covered 
in notes, and diagrams are piled on 
desks. 
“I started on a small one and 
moved to a bigger one, then an even 
bigger one,” Weaver said, pulling 
several receipts covered in draw-
ings out of his desk.  Sketches of 
molecules and an army of arrows 
run down the paper. He doesn’t 
confine work to the office; Weaver 
brings his to the bar.
“He has a scientific mind, which 
not everyone in science does,” Al-
ison Kearns said, a biomedical 
sciences doctoral candidate and 
a research partner with Weaver. 
“The science mind never stops, so it 
doesn’t surprise me that he’s sitting 
in a bar writing out schematic.” 
For dedicated researchers, the 
process is never-ending, and their 
work goes everywhere with them. 
Kearns says she has vivid dreams 
about running assay tests that she 
writes down after waking up. 
As a research partner with 
Weaver’s graduate group, Kearns 
has not only seen the Jeweler in 
action, she’s worked out problems 
with him on their research. 
“Matt just has a knack for it, 
sometimes I wonder if as a kid he 
played with Legos,” Kearns said, 
referring to how Weaver fits ideas 
together and makes them happen. 
One of the issues Kearns and 
Weaver ran into led to a collabora-
tion with Kearns and her advisor 
Howard Beall. The AIMs com-
pounds matched up with the po-
tentially cancerous oncogenes, but 
the biological mechanism was not 
fully understood. 
“New chemistry drives new 
biology” is one of Weaver’s advi-
sor’s favorite sayings, and the AIMs 
work in the chemistry lab inspired 
Kearns’ dissertation studies.  
Joking that she “moonlights as a 
chemist,” Kearns’ biology research 
takes the AIMs and examines what 
the compounds do against what 
the chemists expect them to do. 
Then she figures out why and how 
the AIMs do what they do. 
Though highly compatible, Ke-
arns’ and Weaver’s interdisciplin-
ary research is not easy. 
“We struggle to speak each oth-
er’s languages,” Kearns said. “I’m 
not a chemist, and he’s not a biolo-
gist.”
Weaver’s adviser Natale points 
out “this kind of research takes a 
village,” and it also takes ingenui-
ty since they “improve the existing 
methods or invent a new one.” 
They also have to be creative 
with funding and tools. Weaver 
grew up on a farm and has built 
or fixed several pieces of lab equip-
ment. His handy-man skills almost 
rival his crystallization talent.  
“That’s the kind of student that 
an adviser is really happy to have in 
the group,” Natale said. 
For his part, Weaver loves what 
he studies and is dedicated to his 
research. He comes in early, some-
times before five in the morning, 
and often stays late. On weekends, 
he jokes, of the ten cars parked in the 
lot, at least four belong to medicinal 
chemistry graduates.
“Cancer doesn’t take weekends 
off,” Weaver said. “So why should 
cancer research?” 
 allison.mill@umontana.edu
$50,000 fine.
The law currently reads: “’De-
viate sexual relations’ means sex-
ual contact or sexual intercourse 
between two persons of the same 
sex or any form of sexual inter-
course with an animal.”
The portion of the law was 
struck down by the Montana Su-
preme Court in 1997 and has since 
been unenforced, yet the law re-
mained on the books.
The vote was 65-34 to remove 
the same sex intercourse language 
from the definition.
Rep. Bryce Bennet, D-Missoula, 
an openly gay lawmaker, gave a 
speech in support of SB107 earlier 
this week.
brooks.johnson@umontana.edu
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